Failure of eruption of first permanent molar teeth: a diagnostic challenge.
Ankylosis, mechanical and primary failure of eruption of molar teeth are rare and often difficult to distinguish between. All may have significant repercussions on the occlusion and successful management may involve invasive procedures. We present a case where an initial presentation characteristic of mechanical failure of eruption (ankylosis) of a first permanent molar tooth was excluded following a period of monitoring. Subsequent relief of crowding using a removable and then sectional fixed orthodontic appliance allowed spontaneous eruption of the tooth obviating the need for surgical intervention. This case highlights the utilisation of conservative treatment options until a diagnosis was confirmed to minimise the risk of iatrogenic damage and unnecessary treatment.